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SEND DICTIONARY 

AP - Alternative Provision. Education outside school, arranged by local authorities or 

schools, for pupils who do not attend mainstream school for reasons such as school 

exclusion, behaviour issues, school refusal, or short- or long-term illness.  

ADHD/ADD – Attention Deficit (Hyperactivity) Disorder 

ASD – Autism Spectrum Disorder (sometimes also called ASC – Autism Spectrum 

Condition) 

CAMHS - Child and adolescent mental health services – health services for children and 

young people who have difficulties with their emotional or behavioural wellbeing 

CLA/CLAA -Children Looked After (children in care) /Children Looked After and Adopted  

EP/Ed Psych - Educational Psychologist - specialist professionals who use their training 

in psychology and knowledge of child development to assess difficulties children may be 

having with their learning and suggest strategies to support them 

EHCP – Education Health and Care Plan - a legal document which describes a child or 

young person's special educational needs, the support they need, and the outcomes they 

would like to achieve. 

ELSA – Emotional Literacy Support Assistant – a staff member tasked with the delivery 

of emotional literacy support – an intervention for promoting the emotional wellbeing of 

children and young people by helping them to understand and regulate their own 

emotions whilst also respecting the feelings of those around them. Support may be delivered 

through a variety of means including play or through social stories, social skills, counselling 

IEP/ILP – Individual Education/Learning Plan – for children with SEND, this is a tool to 

help plan, teach and monitor a particular student's needs. It sets out the strategies being 

used to meet that child's specific needs and describes a number of targets that the child is 

working towards. IEPs are not statutory documents so they are not required by law. If used, 

they should be reviewed regularly (three times a year). 

Intervention – Any support offered to a child that is additional to or different from that 

received by their peers. It could include small group work on a curriculum area, or it could 

refer to social skills or emotional literacy work, or any other therapy or support provided for a 

child. Interventions are usually delivered for a period of time (often a block of 6 weeks) and 

should then be reviewed to assess their impact. 

Managed Move –a voluntary agreement between two schools, a child/young person and 

his/her parents which allows a pupil at risk of permanent exclusion to transfer to another 

school for a trial period, under controlled circumstances. A managed move enables a pupil to 

benefit from a fresh start in a new setting and enables the pupil, if the move is unsuccessful, 

to return to the original school. 
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Needs Assessment – Statutory process in which the Local Authority assesses the 

education, health and care needs of a child with SEND and considers whether an EHCP is 

required 

Nurture Group – small group intervention for pupils with social, emotional and/or 

behavioural needs with the aim of developing positive relationships with both teachers and 

peers 

One-page-profile – Key information about a child or young person presenting the person’s 

difficulties, strengths and support needs in one A4 document so that it can be accessed at a 

glance by supporting adults 

OT – Occupational Therapy – aims to maximise a person’s potential to participate in 

activities of everyday life by minimising the impact of their disability through the use of 

purposeful activity (eg hand exercises to improve fine motor strength) or modifying the 

environment to better support participation (eg through the use of specialist seating or 

functional aids) 

Part-time timetable – Also known as a reduced timetable, this describes a situation when a 

child accesses education for a reduced part of the school day, usually because they are 

finding it hard to cope with a full day. A part-time timetable should only be used only in 

exceptional circumstances and should be a short-term measure accompanied by a plan to 

ensure a pathway towards appropriate full time education for the child. 

Provision map – this usually refers to an overview of a school’s programmes and 

interventions (provision) for children with SEND; the term can also be used to refer to the 

provision that an individual child is receiving 

PRU – Pupil Referral Unit – educational setting maintained by a local authority which is 

specifically organised to provide education for children who are excluded, cannot access 

school for medical reasons or are otherwise unable to attend school. In Reading, the PRU is 

Cranbury College.  

PSP - Pastoral Support Plan - a school based programme aimed at helping a child to 

improve their social, emotional and behavioural skills, particularly young people at risk of 

permanent exclusion or at risk of becoming disaffected through repeated fixed-term 

exclusions. The PSP will identify precise and specific targets for the child to work towards 

and should include the child and parents in the drafting process. 

SALT/SLT– Speech and Language Therapist – health professionals who assess and treat 

speech, language and communication problems to help people communicate better. 

SEMH – Social, emotional and mental health. 

SEND Team – refers to the team of case workers at Brighter Futures for Children who 

manage, on behalf of Reading Borough Council, statutory processes related to SEND, in 

particular the Needs Assessment process and Education Health and Care Plans.  

SENCo – Special Educational Needs Coordinator. This is the person responsible in a 

mainstream educational setting for coordinating any additional provision that a child needs. 

All mainstream schools must have a SENCO and they must be a qualified teacher. The 
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SENCO may work directly with children, and they will certainly have a key role in terms of 

liaising with parents, the local authority (SEND team) and other external professionals 

working with the child. 

SEND   - Special Educational Needs and Disabilities    

Sensory Circuits – programme of gross-motor activities that help prepare a child with 

sensory processing needs for learning. Sensory circuit sessions usually take place at the 

beginning of the day and they can help with calming (helping those with lots of energy to 

redirect it positively), as well as with improving attention and focus in readiness for learning.  

Social skills – these are the everyday skills needed to communicate and interact with 

others, including verbal and non-verbal communication. Children who have difficulties with 

social skills may be supported by interventions that help a child to take turns during play and 

to understand and recognise emotions. These interventions may take the form of play 

sessions, social stories or group work. 

Social stories - These are stories which are used to teach children specific social skills that 

they may find difficult to understand or are confusing. The goal of the story is to increase the 

child’s understanding by describing in detail a specific situation and suggesting an 

appropriate social response. 

Special school - a school specially organised to make special educational provision for 

children or young people with SEND. Special schools may cater for children with learning 

difficulties, as well as physical, behavioural, emotional or social needs. Some special 

schools offer specialist provision for a particular form of disability or SEN, such as ASD. 

Special schools can be maintained (run by the Local Authority), non-maintained (run by a 

charitable trust or organisation), academies (run by an academy trust or chain) or wholly 

independent. Admission arrangements vary but special schools can usually only be 

accessed if a child has an EHCP and with the agreement of the local authority. 

Specialist provision – as above, but also encompassing settings or organisations other 

than special schools that provide SEND provision, such as therapeutic learning centres, or 

specialist units in mainstream schools 

 

DICTIONARY OF SCHOOL TERMS 

ARE – Age-Related Expectation 

Deferring – this refers to delaying a child’s entry into Reception to later in the academic 

year. Deferred children will be expected to move into year 1 at the same time as their 

chronological age peer group.  

EAL – English as an Additional Language 

EWO – Education Welfare Officer 

EYFS (FS), KS1, KS2, KS3, KS4 – the key stages of compulsory education: Early Years 

Foundation Stage (or simply Foundation Stage) encompassing the preschool (Foundation 
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Stage 1) and Reception (Foundation Stage 2) years; Key Stage 1 (years 1-2); Key Stage 2 

(Years 3-6), Key Stage 3 (years 7-9) and Key Stage 4 (years 10-11) 

FSM – Free School Meals 

FTE – Fixed Term Exclusion – when a child is excluded (suspended) from school for a fixed 

period of time.  

In-year admission – when a child is admitted to a school outside of the usual admissions 

round, ie after the school year has started, and often in a year other than Reception, for 

primary pupils, and year 7 for secondary pupils. 

LA – Local Authority 

LSA – Learning Support Assistant – member of school staff who provides support to 

teachers and pupils, often supporting pupils with SEND in delivering one-to-one or small 

group interventions. 

Offsetting – when a child starts school in a year group outside of their normal age range, 

usually the year below. Offsetting must be formally agreed with the local authority and is 

different to deferring (see above) 

PEX – Permanent exclusion 

PP/PPG – Pupil Premium / Pupil Premium Grant – additional funding for publicly funded 

schools in England designed to help disadvantaged pupils of all abilities perform better, and 

close the gap between them and their peers 

PSHCE – Personal, social, health and citizenship education 

PSW - Pastoral Support Worker 

SATs – Standardised Assessment Tests. Currently sat by pupils in year 2 (end of KS1) and 

year 6 (end of KS2) 

TA – Teaching Assistant – member of school staff who supports learning activities in school 

often supporting the teacher in a whole-class context, but also working with individual and 

groups of children.  

Transition – this describes the move between phases of education, e.g. from pre-school to 

primary school, or from primary to secondary, and so on. It is also used to describe the move 

between year groups. 


